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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



L A method of determining t#e presence of a point of interest of an 
aldehyde in a test sample comprising the steps of: 

reacting the aldehyde ir/the test sample with an amount of a compound 
that reacts with a carbonyl gpoup of the aldehyde in a first reacting step, wherein 
said amount is sufficien£4o react with the aldehyde to the point of interest to 
produce a first color; 

reacting a ix>mpound having an amino group with any remaining 
aldehyde in the test sample in a second reacting step, the compound being one 
that reacts witl/the aldehyde to produce a second color; and 

determining the presence of an excess of aldehyde in the test sample to 
the point of interest by observation of a final color of the test sample. 

2. Tlje method of claim 1, wherein the compound having an amino group is 
an amino acid. 

3. Th& method of claim 2, wherein the amino acid is glycine. 

4. Thelmethod of claim 2, wherein the amino acid is lysine. 

5. The! method of claim 1, wherein the compound that reacts with the 
carbonyl group oflthe aldehyde is selected from the group consisting of a salt of 
bisulfite, a salt of cyknide, hydrazine, and hydroxylamine. 

6. The rftethod of claim 1, wherein the aldehyde comprises a germicide. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the germicide is selected from the group 
consisting of OPA, gMaraldehyde, and formaldehyde. 

8. The method of claim/1, wherein the compound having an amino group is 
mixed with the test saiqple a]/£he same time as the compound that reacts with the 
carbonyl group of the aldehyde. 

9. The ip^fhQia ofrlaim 1, wherein the compound having an amino group is 
added to the tesl^sample after the compound that reacts with the carbonyl group of the 
aldehyde., 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein said first color is colorless. 



6tf 



-27- 



* 



11. The method of (claim 1, wherein less than 1% of the aldehyde remains 
after the first reacting step whon the amount of aldehyde in the test sample is less than 
the point of interest. 

12. The method of claim 1 further comprising drawing up a fixed volume of 
5 an aldehyde-containing test samnle before or during the first reacting step. 

13. The method of claim 12 further comprising loading the fixed volume to a 
measuring device having a gas or vapor permeable but liquid impermeable membrane. 

14. The method of claim u 2 further comprising loading the fixed volume to a 
measuring device containing said compound for the first reacting step or said compound 

1 0 for the second reacting step. 

15. A liquid measurine^d^vice comprising at least one compartment for 
determining the presence 9f^a point of interest of an aldehyde in a test sample 
comprising a first comjJartment having a proximal and distal end which contains an 
amount of a firsjxfompound that reacts with a carbonyl group of the aldehyde in a first 

15 reacting sje^jf wherein said amount is sufficient to react with the aldehyde to the point of 

int§j?dst to produce a first color. 

J6. The liquid measuring device of claim 15, wherein said first compartment 
further corhmises a compound having an amino group that reacts with the aldehyde to 
produce a seconcheolgr. 

20 17. The liquid measuriM* 'device of claim 15 further comprising a second 

compartment in liquid comnjj*rfication with said first compartment by means of a valve. 
18. The liqikff measuring device of claim 17, wherein said valve is a one- 
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The liquid measuring device of claim 17, wherein said valve is an on/off 

20. The liquid measuring device of claim 17, wherein said second 
compartment contains a compound having an amino group that reacts with the aldehyde 
to produce a seb<md color. 

2 1 . The fkxuid measuring device of claim 1 5 which is a syringe or pipet. 
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22. Tlie liquid measuring device of claim 15 further comprising a gas or 
vapor permeable but liquid impermeable membrane between the proximal and distal 
end of the first compartment. 

23. Tl e liquid measuring device of claim 15 further comprising a filter at or 
near the distal ei}i of the first compartment. 

24. The liquj^mjasuring device of claim 15 further comprising a valve at or 
near the distal end of rcj*gxffrst compartment. 

25. The liquid me3stfnng device of claim 24, wherein said valve is a one- 
way valve. 

26. ^/^The liquid measuring device of claim 24, wherein said valve is an on/off 

val\ 

\ 27. The liquid measuring device of claim 15 further comprising a needle 
assemkriy. 

zfcL . The liquid measuring device of claim 27, wherein the needle assembly 
comprises aNneedle cap. 

29. Nlie liquid measuring device of claim 15, wherein the aldehyde is 
selected from the group consisting of OP A, glutaraldehyde, and formaldehyde. 
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